
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 21 (Part 1)
Revelation 21:1-4 – New Heaven & New Earth

What does John see?
What does John hear?

We see a picture here of newness, holiness, nearness and healing:

Newness: new heaven and earth (v. 1)
Holiness: a bride adorned for her husband (v. 2)
Nearness: God among his people, dwelling on the earth (v. 3)
Healing: Tears wiped away, no longer any death, mourning, crying or pain. (v. 4)

This picture is not exclusive to Revelation but is actually a fulfillment of God’s promises throughout the Bible coming to 
fruition in the age to come.  The phase “They shall be his people and God himself will be among them” is an often repeated concept 
about God’s great desire for His people (it’s spoken of again in v. 7 too).  Here is a sampling:

Promise To Abraham - 

Genesis 17:8 - "I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, 
for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God."

Promises To Moses - 

Exodus 6:7 - Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 

Exodus 29:45 - "I will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God. 

Leviticus 26:11-12 - 'Moreover, I will make My dwelling among you, and My soul will not reject you. 12 'I will also walk 
among you and be your God, and you shall be My people.

Promises Through The Prophets - 

Jeremiah 24:7 - 'I will give them a heart to know Me, for I am the LORD; and they will be My people, and I will be their God, 
for they will return to Me with their whole heart.

Jeremiah 31:33 - "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I 
will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
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Jeremiah 32:38-40 - "They shall be My people, and I will be their God; 39 and I will give them one heart and one way, that 
they may fear Me always, for their own good and for the good of their children after them. 40 "I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so 
that they will not turn away from Me.

Ezekiel 37:26-28 - "I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will 
place them and multiply them, and will set My sanctuary in their midst forever. 27 "My dwelling place also will be with 
them; and I will be their God, and they will be My people. 28 "And the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies 
Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst forever."'"

Zechariah 8:7-8 - "Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Behold, I am going to save My people from the land of the east and from the 
land of the west; 8 and I will bring them back and they will live in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be My people, and 
I will be their God in truth and righteousness.'

We also see this new Jerusalem “coming down out of heaven” and that God himself is going to dwell among his people!  Throughout 
Revelation we have seen “two realms” - first, the heavenly realm where God dwells and holiness and righteousness are full and 
supreme.  And a second realm, an earthly realm which is broken and deteriorating. Where evil exists and sin has power. 

In the beginning there was overlap between these two realms - including the literal reality of God himself dwelling with Adam 
and Eve 

Genesis 3:8 - They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

But after humanity’s rebellion and the curse (see Genesis 3), this relationship was severed and limited at best.  Revelation 21 
begins to describe the re-union of these two realms.

(For More See: “The Bible Project “Heaven And Earth””)

Before we continue, a quick consideration of two phrases from Revelation 21:1

1 - “New Heaven & Earth & The Passing Away of the “first heaven and first earth”

The new heaven and earth described at the end of Revelation is one that is glorious and perfect.  But the “new” language doesn’t 
mean it is something unfamiliar or that the “old/first” version of the creation ceases to exist - this is describing restoration 
and renewal more than it is throwing something out and starting over.

ESV Study Bible: "new" (Gk. kainos) is best understood here in terms of something that has been qualitatively transformed in 
a fundamental way, rather than as an outright new creation ex nihilo (Latin, "out of nothing"), as in the case of God's 
original creation in Genesis 1. By comparison to the old order that is coming to an end, the new cosmic order is radically 
different” (as clear by the description of what this new place will be like…)

Other “New Heavens & Earth” References: Isaiah 65:17-25 2 Peter 3:9-15a
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2 - “No Longer Any Sea”

The new creation will have water and bodies of water - just like the original creation had water and bodies of water.  There are 
references to this in Revelation itself (21:6, 22:1-2) and also in the Old Testament prophet’s vision of age to come (Ezekiel 47:9-
10).  So what does John mean when he says “there is no longer any sea”?

This could mean that in his vision he no longer saw the Mediterranean Sea which would have been an prominent sight since he was 
on the Island of Patmos, surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea on every side.  Also, it may reference the prior use of “sea” in 
Revelation which had been an origin point for chaos, evil and beasts (Revelation 13:1).

Revelation 21:5-8 - All Things New

How will there be a “new heaven and new earth”? The Creator of the heavens and earth is going to make “all things new!” He has 
the blueprint and design and the power to ensure these things come to pass and no demonic red tape stops his project!  In fact, at 
this point of the story God declares to John: “it is done.”  The work of salvation, the destruction of evil and the renewal of all 
things is complete!

v. 7 - “he who overcomes will inherit these things” - this is a glorious promise.  

These verses and these chapters are our inheritance and we ought to allow these images and phrases to saturate our thoughts 
and anchor our souls.  The hope set before us is not nebulous and cloudy - it is clear and beautiful and understandable and 
something we all long for in the depths of our hearts!!!

When you and I think and speak about eternal life - these are some of the words and images that should influence and shape our 
understanding (and also help us discern right/wrong, true/false hopes that are out there).  The hope of Christianity is not 
escapism, it’s restoration and healing. It’s not about you going to heaven, it’s about heaven coming to earth.  It’s not about God 
scrapping his original very good plan (Genesis 1:31) but about God getting back what he originally intended in the beginning - a 
perfect creation, a perfect earth with God and man in loving relationship together - enjoy this place, yes, but most critically - 
enjoying each other.  God has not abandoned his creation.

This is my Father’s world.
O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong
Seems oft so strong,
God is the ruler yet.

This is my Father’s world:
The battle is not done:
Jesus who died shall be satisfied,
And earth and Heav’n be one.

“This Is My Father’s World”, Maltbie D. Babcock
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